
 
 
Adams Sustainability Faculty Grant Winners  
As part of the Adams Sustainability Celebration, grants of $5000 each were available to 
U of T faculty members and instructors to add or improve sustainability to their 
courses/curriculum.  
 
2022-2023 Recipients: 
 
Kris Kim, Optimizing Vermicomposting Efforts at UTSC 
Kris Kim is an assistant professor, teaching stream in the Department of Physical & Environmental 
Sciences at UTSC. He received funding for his proposal to have chemistry students design and conduct 
research studies to assess macronutrient levels in the vermicomposting process. This is a collaborative 
project with the UTSC Campus Farm, Culinaria Research Centre and Students Union Food Centre to 
explore using food waste on campus to generate vermicompost for campus gardens. 

 
Behdin Nowrouzi-Kia, ReSTORE Lab 
Behdin Nowrouzi-Kia is an assistant professor and Emily Geldsaler Grant Early Career Professor of 
Workplace Mental Health in the Department of Occupational Science and Occupational Therapy. He 
received funding to hire a casual research assistant for his Living Lab course OCT1262Y: Enabling 
Occupations with Adults: Part II. The RA will immerse themselves in two sustainable community projects, 
highlighting the importance of community-based research, set up the course website, invite guest 
speakers to the course, and moderate the discussion board. The ReSTORE lab is an interdisciplinary 
team with occupational therapists, public health, medical doctors, occupational health, microbiologists 
and psychologists engaged in working for climate change and developing sustainable solutions for health 
and development. 
 
 

2021-2022 Recipients:  
 
Tinting Zhu, Developing Sustainability Modules for GIS Capstone Project 
Tinting Zhu is an assistant professor in the Department of Geography, Geomatics and Environment at 
UTM. She received funding for her proposal to hire two Research Assistants to develop sustainability 
modules for a GIS Capstone Project course, which has a community-engaged learning component in 
partnership with the City of Mississauga. Capable of integrating multidisciplinary data and analyzing 
spatial interactions, GIS allows administrators to make informed decisions, contributing to global 
collaboration based on holistic sustainable design. 
 

Marianne Touchie, Enhancing Campus as a Living Lab in Undergraduate Courses 
Marianne Touchie is an assistant professor in the Department of Civil & Mineral Engineering, and Director 
of the Building Energy and Indoor Environment Lab. She will be using the grant funding to support mini-
labs in campus buildings for Building Science and HVAC Fundamentals courses, which have an 
enrollment of about 200 students a year. 
 

Hilary Inwood, Re-imagining Sustainability Pedagogy 
Hilary Inwood teaches in the Master of Teaching program in the Department of Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning at OISE. She leads the OISE Sustainability & Climate Action Network, and its Environmental & 
Sustainability Education (ESE) Initiative, as well as its Arts Education courses. Hilary will use this grant 
funding to support changes to CTL 1122, an OISE course focused on sustainability education called 
Exploring the Praxis of Environmental & Sustainability Education. These changes will use the city as 
classroom to develop transformative sustainability pedagogies that offer students learning that is 
relational, community-engaged and action-oriented. 
 



 
 
2020-2021 Recipients:  
 

Hans Ibelings 
Hans Ibelings is a professor at the John H. Daniels Faculty of Architecture, Landscape and Design. He 
will be using his funding from the Adams Sustainability Faculty Grant for research assistance to revisit 
conventional highlights of modern architecture post-1945. He intends to examine these topics through the 
lens of sustainability and climate change in the hope that it will lead to a new understanding of how global 
warming is deeply connected to all building activities. 
 

Michael Liut 
Dr. Michael Liut is an assistant professor in the Department of Mathematical and Computational Sciences 
at the University of Toronto Mississauga. He intends to use his funding to promote sustainable thinking 
amongst computer science students. He will be adding sustainability concepts over several components 
of his database course, which aims to impact all three campuses at U of T. He will be introducing the first 
edition of any type of sustainability concept to the computer science curriculum, and hopes that it will be 
the first of many to transform more in-depth thinking about sustainability in the field. 
 

Fiona Miller 
Dr. Fiona Miller is a professor of Health Policy and Chair of Health Management Strategies at the Institute 
of Health Policy, Management, and Evaluation. Alongside two PhD students in the department, Victoria 
Haldane and Anna Cooper Reed, Dr. Miller has worked to create a course on sustainable health care. 
Now, with the Adams Sustainability Faculty Grant, Dr. Miller and her colleagues hope to engage with 
other programs within their faculty to pilot some of their learning. They hope to further co-develop 
materials and find opportunities to embed sustainable health systems and sustainable healthcare 
imperatives into curricula throughout their faculty to take the conversation forward. 
 

Adams Sustainability Staff Grant Winners  
As part of the Adams Sustainability Celebration in 2022-2023, three grants of $5,000 
each were made available to U of T staff members with a concrete plan to advance 
sustainability on campus.  
 
Day Milman, Hart House Farm Land Restoration Garden Project 
Day Milman is the Manager of Integrated Arts Education at Hart House. She received funding for the Hart 
House Farm Land Restoration Project developed in consultation with knowledge keepers and members 
of the Indigenous community. The first phase will include preparing land on the Hart House Farm to grow 
traditional foods and medicines grounded in Indigenous Traditional Ecological Knowledge and 
sustainability practices. They hope the land restoration project will become a space for Indigenous and 
non-Indigenous community members at U of T and beyond to gather, learn, and create on the land. 
 

Rouben Tchakhmakhtchian, Department of Chemistry Digitization Efforts 
Rouben Tchakhmakhtchian is the Manager of Chemistry IT Services. Since 2020, the Department of 
Chemistry has invested $30,000 in hybrid delivery of academic events with modern, energy-efficient 
technology. They have digitized business processes and associated documents, forms and payments 
with a focus on automation. Funding from this grant will go towards renewing their MFP photocopier fleet 
and deploying print management and encouraging sustainable behaviour through a platform called 
Papercut that allows users to track their environmental impact and cost savings. 
 

Roberta Brown, Matthew Seegmiller and Linda Quattrin, Naylor Building 
Courtyard Oasis 
Roberta Brown, Manager of Digital Communications, Matthew Seegmiller, Facilities Planner and Linda 
Quattrin, Director in the Office of Communications at the Faculty of Medicine teamed up to propose the 
transformation of a barren, underutilized concrete courtyard into a vibrant green space. The Naylor 



 
 
Building Courtyard Oasis will provide habitat for urban wildlife and a welcoming environment for University 
community members. 

 

Adams Sustainability Student Grant Winners 
As part of the Adams Sustainability Celebration, three grants of $5,000 each have been 
made available to U of T students to advance sustainability on campus.  
 
2022-2023 Recipients: 
 
SDG Trivia Game 
Awarded to Dorottya Kiss, Hashem Hashem, Jacob Muller and Orly Sacke, John H. Daniels Faculty of 
Architecture, Landscape & Design. This SDG Trivia Game is a fun and engaging educational tool to raise 
awareness of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals. This group of students will test pilot 
their game in April 2023 with students, staff, and faculty from all disciplines. Over the summer, they will 
hold workshops to engage students and fine-tune the game before unveiling the result in the fall. 
 

Climate Change and Health Impacts – A Collaborative Learning Elective 
Awarded to Andrea Alves, Amanda Hage-Hassan, Gurleen Kaur, Temerty Faculty of Medicine Centre for 
Advancing Collaborative Healthcare & Education. These students have helped design an 
Interprofessional Education (IPE) elective available to 4200 students across U of T’s 11 healthcare 
programs to address health impacts and inequities of climate change and strategies to adapt clinical 
practice for sustainability. 
 

UTSC Bike Clinic, Regenesis UTSC 
Awarded to Andrew Cole and Charlotte Wargniez. The UTSC Bike Clinic will be a student-run community 
bike hub for cyclists and those interested in getting into biking. It will feature free to use equipment and 
student facilitators for do-it-yourself style bike repairs and a chance to meet with friends, discover local 
trails, and tips on safety. The Bike Clinic will operate during the UTSC Farmers Market once a week on 
Wednesdays, 2-5 pm in April-May and August-September annually. For 2023, the session will start in Aug 
2023 and extend to May 2024 with exact dates TBD. The UTSC Bike Clinic will be supported by the 
student-run non-profit Regenesis UTSC. 
 

2021-2022 Recipients: 
 
U of T Sustainability Film Festival 
Award to Nivaal Rehman and Maryam Rehman. The U of T Sustainability Film Festival aims to use the 
power of storytelling to raise awareness about sustainability on campus, and encourage students and 
faculty members to get involved and take action for the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The grant 
funding will help them achieve this mission by hosting a student short film competition, four virtual film 
events and a week-long film festival. 

 
The Free Store at UTSC 
Awarded to Sarah Gigi and Yaoyan Huang. Regenesis UTSC has secured space at a UTSC residence 
building for a Free Store, where items such as clothing, accessories, household goods and books are 
collected from donations and offered for free to students, faculty and the UTSC community. The Free 
Store helps promote education and awareness on anti-consumption and production and waste diversion. 
Funding from the Adams Sustainability Grant will assist in the hiring of a work-study position and a store 
coordinator who will collect donations from UTSC lost and found and residences, helping low-income 
students obtain items they need for free. More info on the UTSC Free Store is available here. 

 
Tree Discovery Walk, UTSC Parks Canada 



 
 
Awarded to Devlin Grewal and Ayuni Ratnayake. Working in collaboration with the UTSC Department of 
Biological Sciences, the grant funding will assist in the design and implementation of an interactive tree 
walk through the UTSC Valley Trail, which will highlight tree species of ecological, cultural, and research 
significance via QR-codes and durable vinyl labels. The Tree Walk will facilitate curiosity and knowledge 
seeking through self-directed learning while nurturing physical and mental wellbeing. 
 

2020-2021 Recipients: 
 

SDG Student Hub at U of T 
Sustainable Development Goals or SDG student hub has the mission of raising awareness and 
implementing solutions around the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Their work is guided by three 
pillars: education, community, and solutions. The SDG student hub at U of T will be using their grant 
funding to spread out educational events throughout the year that expose hub members to specific SDGs, 
as well as NGOs and companies working to implement them. They will be holding a case competition in 
March that works with a local NGO, after which they intend to implement the winning solution to a 
community problem that drives impact and change in the community. They are further developing a 
career development program that connects students to professionals through talks and networking 
events. Finally, their work also includes developing the first student journal at U of T that is focused solely 
on sustainability. 
 

UTMSU Equity Team 
UTMSU Equity Team seeks to address food insecurity on campus. They will be using their grant funding 
to develop a seed library at the UTM campus which offers community members access to free indoor-
friendly seed gardening materials, rentable equipment, and educational workshops to challenge the social 
stigma of food insecurity and foster motivation in our community to help support food insecure Canadians. 
 

Kat Dervenis 
Kat Dervenis is a first year MBA student in Human Geography at the University of Toronto St. George 
whose research interests relate to environmental justice, social movements, and food sovereignty. She 
has a variety of experience working in the food justice world and supports grassroots community 
organizing around this issue. Kat will be using her grant funding to support urban agriculture at U of T. 
She proposes that container gardening can be done in students’ homes, supporting accessibility, local 
food production, and even mental health and wellbeing, especially in the context of Covid-19. She will be 
piloting an at-home container garden kit for students in need and those who have faced food insecurity. 
This kit will include soil seeds, an instruction document, and ways to reach out to students using list 
serves. Towards the end of the summer, once students have made progress on growing produce at 
home, they will have the opportunity to report on their food production experience, allowing for peer 
learning and ways to optimize the process in the future. 

 

Adams Sustainability Innovation Prize Winners 
In 2022-2023, the Innovation Prize competition awarded a total of $25,500 in prizes to 
support University of Toronto students’ ideas for a more sustainable future. 
 
1st Place: MissionE 
Prize: $10,000 
MissionE is a farmer-first SaaS platform recommending field-level optimal fertilizer 
applications for farmers. Not only does the platform help farmers save money on excess 
fertilizers, it also reduces nitrous oxide emissions while helping Canada stay on track 
with emissions targets. 
 
2nd Place: Negup Chufa 



 
 
Prize: $7500 
Negup Chufa brings you indigenous superfoods directly from African smallholders using 
climate-smart and socially-just production. Our main products are gluten-free tigernut 
flour and oil from Ghana that fortify baked goods to aid digestion, lower blood sugar and 
improve cardiovascular health. 
 
3rd Place: Tuuli 
Prize: $5000 
 
Tuuli is the first integrated platform for building material data discovery and 
management. We cut the time it takes to select sustainable materials by 80%, 
empowering real estate developers, architects, and governments to fuel the booming 
green building market. 
 
Runner-up winners 
Prize: $1000 
 
EVOLVERE Mental Health  
EVOLVERE is a digital mental health platform that focuses on the student perspective 
and experience. Our dynamic, collaborative, and co-learning-based community can help 
YOU push past buzzwords and improve your mental health. 
 
Inwit 
Inwit is Toronto’s first Zero Waste Takeout Ordering Platform. It is an innovative solution 
to single-use waste. A marketplace that encompasses a reusable container borrowing 
system, rewards system, and a food ordering platform, all tracked by NFC technology. 
 
Sparked 
Sparked provides a handheld device for early risk detection of cardiovascular disease 
using a saliva sample. With the latest developments in nanotechnology and 
microfluidics, SPARKED removes the need for a traditional laboratory and offers 
screening results in your hands that are accurate, fast, and affordable. 
 
 
 
 


