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U of T and the SDGs

Panel
SDG course inventory

Student-focussed SDG 
programming

OISE Climate Action Plan

Times Higher Education Impact 
Ranking System

‘17 Tables’ event, Nov 2020



New sustainability 
website at U of T
(https://sustainability.ut
oronto.ca/) 

https://sustainability.utoronto.ca/

https://sustainability.utoronto.ca/
https://sustainability.utoronto.ca/




Keywords from 16 
SDGs



Inventory compiled

Using keywords, titles and descriptions of undergraduate courses searched 
• through U of T’s Course Finder website (www.coursefinder.utoronto.ca).

Then reviewed to remove inapplicable courses

Following information was documented: course code, course title, credits, 
campus, department, term, academic division, instructor and the SDG(s) to 
which the course is related 

http://www.coursefinder.utoronto.ca/


Searchable database
https://sustainability.utoronto.
ca/home/ceccs/sustainability-
course-inventory/, and

http://www.fs.utoronto.ca/Sus
tainabilityOffice/Resources/Su
stainabilityCourses

https://sustainability.utoronto.ca/home/ceccs/sustainability-course-inventory/
http://www.fs.utoronto.ca/SustainabilityOffice/Resources/SustainabilityCourses


Sustainability-Related Course Inventory (2020-2021)

Online course outlines 
searched by keywords 
based on UN Sustainable 
Development Goals

University 
Divisions 

Unique 
Sustainabilit

y Courses
ARTSCI-
UTSG

947

UTSC 450

UTM 598

APSE 156

FALD 38

KPE 37

MUSIC 7

Total 2233

This represents 
26% of 8523 
undergraduate 
courses at U of T



Based on 2017-18 inventory



SDG No. of courses %

SDGs with the highest share of sustainability courses

SDG13 (take action to combat climate change) 441 28%

SDG5 (achieve gender equality, empower all women 
and girls)

398 25%

SDG3 (ensure healthy lives and promote well-being) 311 20%

SDGs with the lowest share of sustainability courses

SDG7 (ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable 
and modern energy for all)

76 5%

SDG6 (ensure availability and sustainable management 
of water and sanitation for all)

74 5%

SDG12 (ensure sustainable consumption and 
production patterns)

54 3%

SDGs in Sustainability Courses (2017-18)



Presentation at 2018 ISCN conference in Stockholm

Publication of refereed journal article: 
Brugmann, R., Côté, N., Postma, N., Shaw, E. A., Pal, D., & Robinson, J. 
B. (2019). Expanding Student Engagement in Sustainability: Using SDG-
and CEL-Focused Inventories to Transform Curriculum at the University 
of Toronto. Sustainability, 11(2), 530

Aug 28, 2019: won Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
(AASHE) 2019 Campus Sustainability Research 
Award

Nathan Postma went to a special award ceremony at AASHE annual 
conference in Spokane, Washington on Oct 27, 2019

Documentation of Results: 5 undergraduate 
students 



Three-level Sustainability Pathways Framework

Sustainability Citizen (acknowledgement of sustainability-related co-
curricular activities, recorded on Student Co-Curricular Record (CCR)

Sustainability Scholar (sustainability curricular pathways certificate 
or minor, recorded on transcript)

Sustainability Leader (Citizen + Scholar + designated capstone or 
community-engaged learning course)

Offered to all undergraduate students at the university
No mandatory component



Pathways Implementation

Division Status Launch

Applied Science and 
Engineering

Minor approved Fall 2020

Architecture, Landscape and 
Design

Certificate approved Fall 2020

UT Mississauga Certificate in development Expected Fall 2021

UT Scarborough Certificate in development Expected Fall 2021

Arts and Science Certificate in development Expected Fall 2021
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